
 

 UNIVERSAL COMPANIES 
UNIVERSAL VARE CHARTER SCHOOL 

2100 S.  24TH Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19145 

       Phone: 215-952-8611                                                                  Fax: 267-239-5866 

STEM and Arts Academy 

Principal:   Karen Howell-Toomer  

 

 

April 28, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                              

Dear Parents and Guardians:        

 Congratulations! We are almost to the finish line!  While it has been a rewarding and successful school 

year for most students, we continue to face the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. Since our school building 

remains closed due to the virus, we are mandated to follow the CDC and PA state protocols. With that said, our 

scholars will not have a traditional end-of-the-year 8th Grade Move-Up Day celebration.  Instead, we have 

planned a Covid-19 safe but equally special and memorable event for all scholars. 

Arrival time for scholars will be staggered according to their homeroom sections. Scholars will arrive at 

their designated time. Scholars walking to school will line up outside of the gate, positioned 6 feet apart.  

Scholars who are driven to school in a car,  will be lined up along the Snyder Street side entry into the 

parking lot.  Each scholar will be allowed to take a move-up day photo as they walk the red carpet to receive 

their diplomas.  After taking the move-up day photo, students will walk the red-carpet, and then exit the 

schoolyard quickly, so that we can keep everything moving smoothly and accommodate all 88 scholars.  

As a gift from Universal VARE, all scholars will receive a complimentary Class of 2021 T-Shirt. This will only 

work if all parents, scholars, and staff members are cooperative. I am asking that everyone does their part to 

keep us safe while still having fun. All scholars need to report 10 minutes prior to the scheduled time. PLEASE do 

not arrive during another sections scheduled time. 

Move-Up Day Schedule/Information is as follows: 

Date: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 

Location: VARE’s Parking Lot 

Time: 8-1 Scholars- 9:00am, 8-2 Scholars- 10:15am, 8-3 Scholars- 11:45pm,  8-4 Scholars- 1:15pm 

Format: Red Carpet Drive thru 

 

Please remember that this is a special occasion for your child. Only the scholar and one parent will be 

permitted inside the celebration area. No siblings, or other family members will be allowed to enter the 

celebration area.   

We are eager for our school community to come together for Move-Up Day on Tuesday June 8, 2021. We will 

begin promptly at 9:00 A.M. 

Sincerest regards,         

Mrs. Karen Howell-Toomer, Principal 

Mrs. Harris, Ms. Iovacchini, Mr. Lee and Mr. Rogan, 8th Grade Teachers 
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