
Gabriella Bryce
5th Grade Math Teacher

Gabriella Bryce is a 5th Grade Math Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 2 years. Bryce holds a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Education from Seton Hall 
University (certified, CEAS NJ, K-6 and Special 

Education). Bryce grew up in Northeast Philadelphia 
and began learning about different cultures at a young 

age, which brought her to travel to 9 countries, and 
she continues to seek out more adventure. When Bryce 

is not at UDCS, she loves binge watching anything 
found on Netflix. “I love working at UDCS because It 

feels like one big family between the staff and 
scholars! Someone is always there to help when I need 
it. I relate to the scholars and I'm really able to form 

connections and bond with them.”

Life Lesson Quote, “As we lose ourselves in the service 
of others, we discover our own lives and our own 

happiness.”



Tiffany Canavan
Kindergarten Teacher

Tiffany Canavan is a Kindergarten Teacher at UDCS and has 
been at UDCS for 6 years (PA Certified Elementary/Secondary 

School Counselor, Special Education, Early Childhood, 
Elementary K-6). Growing up in Manayunk, PA, Canavan 

graduated from Neumann University with a Early/Elementary & 
Special Education Bachelor Degree, and continued her studies 

in graduate school at West Chester University in 
Elementary/Secondary School Counseling. Besides her love 
for reading during her spare time, when she was in the 4th 

grade, she memorized the alphabet backwards. “I love 
working at UDCS because UDCS is my home away from home. 

I consider my students a part of my family. Seeing their 
smiling faces and hearing their laughs each day, remind me 

of how grateful I am to have such an amazing job!”

Life Lesson Quote, “No matter how many mistakes you make 
or how slow you progress, you are still way ahead of everyone 

who isn't trying.”



Marybet Duplessis
1st Grade Teacher

Marybet Duplessis is a 1st Grade Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 11 years. Duplessis went to 

Wesley College, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration and earned her 

Masters of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction at 
Rosemont College (Certified, PA Level II Certification 
K-6). Duplessis is known to many staff members as

their “school mom,” always nurturing and filled with 
wisdom. Growing up in Glenside, PA, Duplessis enjoys 
reading and camping out with her family. Little known 
fact, Duplessis and her husband are famous for their 
karaoke duets on their campgrounds. “I love working 
at UDCS because I love the connections I've made with 

students, families and staff over the years.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14



Francisco Echevarria
2nd Grade Teacher 

Francisco Echevarria is a 2nd Grade Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 12 years. Echevarria 

received his Bachelor’s of Education in Elementary 
and Special Education and his Master’s in Special 
Education: Autism Spectrum Disorder from Grand 

Canyon University. Echevarria grew up in Camden, NJ 
and continues his passion for collecting Marvel/DC 
comics and funko pops. Echevarria served at the 
youngest and 1st Hispanic Past Master in Bethel 

Lodge #47 of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania. If you’re driving past UDCS and 

you look out your window, you can catch Echevarria 
(and his classes) garden next to the entrance. “I love 

working at UDCS because of the children and the 
Universal Community School concept.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Tell Me and I'll Forget; Show Me 
and I May Remember; Involve Me and I'll Understand.”



Carol Elko
1st Grade Teacher

Carol Elko is a 1st Grade Teacher at UDCS and 
has been part of the Universal Family of Schools 
for 7 years. Elko went to West Chester University 

to earn a Bachelor's of Science in Education 
(Certified, K-6 Elementary Education, 

Curriculum & Instruction). Growing up in Upper 
Darby, PA, Elko enjoys playing softball and 
spending time with her grandson. “I love 

working at UDCS because the passion that all 
administrations have for their teachers goes 

above and beyond. The teachers work together 
as a team to provide success for our scholars.”

Life Lesson Quote, “The cave you fear to enter 
holds the treasure you seek." - Joseph Campbell



Stephen George
2nd Grade Teacher

Stephen George is a 2nd Grade Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 2 years. George holds 
a Bachelor’s of Science in Business Management 
from Florida A&M University. Growing up in North 
Philadelphia, George can always be found on the 
tennis courts. Known by those closest to him, he 
is known for cheering people up when they are 

feeling down. “I love working at UDCS because it 
allows me to utilize my gift of teaching children.”

Life Lesson Quote, ”How successful you are in 
life depends on what you do with what you have.”



Kristin Guild
5th Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher

Kristin Guild is a 5th Grade Science and Social 
Studies Teacher at UDCS and has been at UDCS 
for 1 year. Guild received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Psychology from Penn State University and her 

Master’s degree in Elementary Education from 
Holy Family University (Certified, Grades K-4). 

Growing up in Bensalem, PA, Guild loves getting 
outside for a good run. Fun fact about Guild: both 

of her eyes are two different colors, blue and 
brown. “I love working at UDCS because the 

administrators, faculty, and staff members are so 
supportive and the students are super!”

Life Lesson Quote, "Nevertheless, she persisted."



Kelsey Hiltebeitel
6th Grade ELA Teacher

Kelsey Hiltebeitel is a 6th Grade ELA Teacher at 
UDCS and has been at UDCS for 3 years. Hiltebeitel 

graduated from Bryant University for her 
undergraduate degree and got her masters degree 

from Grand Canyon University (certified, PA 6-8 
ELA). Growing up in Bucks County, PA, Hiltebeitel is 

a pure athlete and loves playing/coaching field 
hockey. However, watch out, because Hiltebeitel 

also holds a black belt in karate. “I love working at 
UDCS because UDCS opened its doors to me 3 

years ago and since then I have felt nothing but 
love and continuous support from the school 

community.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Live for today, because 
yesterday is gone and tomorrow may never come!”



Regina Laurie
Kindergarten Teacher 

Regina Laurie is a Kindergarten Teacher at 
UDCS and has been at UDCS for 3 years. Laurie 

holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance and a 
Masters of Education for Reading Specialist 

(minor in Elementary Education) from Temple 
University (certified, PA Elementary Education 
and Reading Specialist). Even though Laurie 

grew up in Philadelphia, she is well rounded, as 
she wrote curriculum for the Trenton Public 
School System during a project with dancer 

Jacque D’Amboise from the New York City Ballet. 
“I love working at UDCS because I love the 

children and the staff.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Integrity matters always!”



Brenda Lee
4th Grade ELA Teacher

Brenda Lee is a 4th Grade ELA Teacher at UDCS and has 
been at UDCS for 3 years. Lee attended the University of the 
Arts (Philadelphia, PA) for her undergraduate degree, and 
attended RELAY graduate school for Education (certified,PA 
PreK-4). Before finding a home in Philadelphia, Lee grew up 
in Anderson, SC, which is where her love for the arts began. 
Lee is known by everyone at UDCS as Mama Lee and can be 
seen dancing in the hallways prior to homeroom. Mama Lee 
used to be a professional performer and always brings her 
classes to life with love, singing, and dancing. When Mama 

Lee is not at UDCS, she loves spending time with her 
grandchildren. “I love working at UDCS because of the 

family feeling.”

Life Lesson Quote, "LOVE YIELDS OUTCOMES!”



DaLana Lee
4th Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher

DaLana Lee is a 4th Grade Science and Social 
Studies Teacher at UDCS and has been at UDCS 

for 2 years. Lee grew up in Philadelphia and 
graduated from Virginia State University with a 
bachelor’s degree. You may have seen Lee on 

television before, as she has been featured on a 
few shows in her young career. “I love working at 
UDCS because I love working with children and 

watching them grow.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Every human being has 
genius-level talent. There are no chosen ones. 
You just have to find what you are great at and 

tap into it.” - Jay Z



Lovely Lorde
1st Grade Teacher

Lovely Lorde is a 1st Grade Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 3 years. Lorde 
graduated from University of Connecticut 

and Holy Family University (certified, PA K-8 
and Special Education N-12). Growing up in 
Bridgeton, CT, Lorde began to love to travel 
all over the country and hike wherever life 

takes her. “I love working at UDCS because I 
love seeing our scholars learn, grow, and 

show off their creativity. I love sharing with 
them in curiosity and learning.”

Life Lesson Quote, "He restores my soul" 
taken from Psalm 23



Sukitta Moore
3rd Grade Math Teacher

Sukitta Moore is a 3rd Grade Math Teacher at 
UDCS and has been at UDCS for 5 years. 

Moore holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Early 
Childhood Education and is continuing to 

pursue her Masters in Education. Moore grew 
up in West Philadelphia and from a young age 
loved cooking. She is always willing to share 
some cooking tips, along with her math skills 

each day. “I love working at UDCS because 
Daroff will give you a unique experience that 

you will never forget!”

Life Lesson Quote, “Forgive others not 
because they deserve your forgiveness, but 
because you deserve peace and growth.”



Vincent Mostardi
3rd Grade ELA Teacher

Vincent Mostardi is a 3rd Grade ELA 
Teacher at UDCS and has been 

inspiring scholars at UDCS for 3 years. 
Mostardi grew up in Broomall, PA and 
went to Penn State Brandywine for his 
undergraduate degree, and obtained 
his Masters in Education at Rosemont 
College. While Mostardi is not working, 
he is hiking and coaching basketball at 

Upper Darby High School. “I love 
working at UDCS because it is a family-
like atmosphere and the opportunity to 

mentor the stars of the future.”

Life Lesson Quote: “Muscle Through.”



Ellen O’Brien
5th Grade ELA Teacher

Ellen O’Brien is a 5th Grade ELA Teacher at UDCS and 
has been part of UDCS for 1 year. O’Brien attended 

Drew University, where she earned a Bachelor’s of Arts 
in History and English. O’Brien then went on to Drexel 
University to earn a Master’s of Science in Education in 

Teaching, Learning, Curriculum, and Planning 
(Certified in Grades 7-12 Social Studies and English). 

Growing up in West Philadelphia, O’Brien is an 
enormous Philadelphia sports phanatic. In her free 

time, O’Brien loves reading and doing crafts with her 
young daughter. “I love working at UDCS because I 

have lived in West Philadelphia for my entire life. UDCS 
provides an opportunity to meaningfully give back to 

my home.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Educating the mind without 
educating the heart is no education at all.” - Aristotle



Dr. Tony Oyola
8th Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher

Dr. Tony Oyola is an 8th Grade Science and 
Social Studies Teacher at UDCS and has been at 
UDCS for 1 year. Dr. Oyola earned his Secondary 
Education degree from Temple University and his 
Administration Leadership degree from Cabrini 

College and Walden University (certified, PA 
Secondary and Administration K-12). Growing up 

in Connecticut, Dr. Oyola became a semi-
professional ping pong player. While Dr. Oyola is 
not dropping knowledge on the young scholars, 
he is traveling the country on his motorcycle. “I 
love working at UDCS because of the warm and 

inviting staff.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Attitude reflects leadership.”



Shanya Perkins
8th Grade ELA Teacher 

Shanya Perkins is a 8th Grade ELA Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 2 years. Perkins went to 

Methodist University in North Carolina for her 
undergraduate degree and went to Fayetteville State 
University for her graduate degree. She majored in 
Sociology with a concentration in Education at both 

Universities. Growing up in South Philadelphia, Perkins 
has always had a passion and love for writing. She is 

an author and is a nationally recognized poet. Perkins’ 
slam poetry is true art, at it’s best. “I love working at 
UDCS because I love that I get to work with inner city 

kids that are so much like me when I was growing up, I 
love the environment because it supports not just 
academics but the TOTAL growth of the scholars.”

Life Lesson Quote, "I am changing the world, one 
person at a time.”



Katelyn Piening
7th Grade ELA Teacher

Katelyn Piening is a 7th Grade ELA Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 4 years. Piening graduated 

from Shippensburg University with a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Education (Certified, PA Social Studies 7-12, 
ELA 7-12). Even though Piening was born in Tampa, FL 
and grew up in North Wales, PA, she spent two years 

teaching English in Northern Thailand. In her free time, 
Piening enjoys reading and working out. “I love 

working at UDCS because we are so much more than a 
school, we are a family and are always there for each 
other. We have created such a strong unit and have 

been given all of the tools to provide our scholars with 
the best quality education we can.”

Life Lesson Quote, "No matter how you feel, get up, 
dress up and show up." Paulo Coelho



Jeffrey Qiu
6th Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher

Jeffrey Qiu is a 6th Grade Science and Social 
Studies Teacher at UDCS and has been at UDCS 

for 1 year. Qiu graduated from Penn State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Education (certified, Instructional I). Growing 
up in Northeast Philadelphia, Qiu can be seen 

playing basketball and working on his computer 
to design a new video game. “I love working at 
UDCS because the staff is very supportive and 
the PBIS events are always engaging for the 

scholars.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Ambition checks ambition.”



John Relvas
4th Grade Math Teacher

John Relvas is a 4th Grade Math Teacher at UDCS and 
has been at UDCS for 3 years. Relvas received his 

undergraduate degree from West Virginia University 
with a Bachelor’s in Criminology and received his 

graduate degree from Rosemont College with a Masters 
in Education (PK-4th Grade Certified). While growing 

up in Pennsauken, NJ, Relvas loves working on old cars 
and hopes to own a farm one day. “I love working for 
UDCS for the children and staff. The bonds that are 

created are unlike any other and the relationships can 
never be replaced. There is an unwavering support for 
professional growth. The children at UDCS are amazing 

to work with. They are hardworking, smart and as 
genuine as they come. Their hunger for knowledge 

shows in their work and engagement in every lesson. 
For these reasons I wouldn't trade this experience for 

the world.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Be who you needed when you were 
younger."



Haley Robinson
2nd Grade Teacher

Haley Robinson is a 2nd Grade Teacher at UDCS. 
In her 3rd year at UDCS, she loves teaching ELA, 

Math, Science, and Social Studies. Robinson 
grew up on a small island 30 minutes away from 
Seattle, WA. Graduating from Drexel University 
with a BS in Dance and a minor in Psychology, 
Robinson continued to obtain her Masters in 

Education at Drexel Education in 2018. Besides 
her love for reading and books, she is a true 
asset to the UDCS family. “I love working at 

UDCS because the people there are passionate 
about what they do and the scholars are 

incredibly hard working.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Two things you are in total 
control of in your life are your attitude and your 

effort.”



Brittany Scheidegg
Kindergarten Teacher 

Brittany Scheidegg is a Kindergarten Teacher at 
UDCS and has been at UDCS for 3 years. Scheidegg 

went to Shippensburg University to earn her 
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and 

Early Childhood (certified, PA Elementary Education 
and Early Childhood). Growing up in West Grove, 

PA, Scheidegg loves crafting with her cricut. 
Besides being a fantastic teacher, Scheidegg has 
hiked half of the Mountain-to-Sea State Trail in 

North Carolina. “I love working at Daroff because 
of the relationships I have formed with my 

coworkers and scholars.”

Life Lesson Quote, "No matter what happens in life, 
be good to people."



David Scott
7th Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher 

David Scott is a 7th Grade Science and Social Studies 
Teacher at UDCS and has been at UDCS for 5 years. Scott 

grew up in West Philadelphia, Mantua Section as a dominant 
local basketball player. Scott studied Secondary Education, 

Social Studies/Pre-Law at Clarion University and received his 
Masters in Human Services from Lincoln University 

(Administrators Certificate in the State of Delaware). When 
Scott is not teaching, he is a huge collector of sport 

figurines from the 1950’s to the present day. Scott has over 
700 figurines and 600 pieces of Black Art. While Scott may 
Co-Host a local television show, he frequents flea markets 

while traveling. “I love working at UDCS because Daroff has 
so many talented youth that are destined to be great. I love 

knowing that the scholars embrace the information taught to 
them. Daroff is a place where connections are made for a 

lifetime.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Peace of Mind is better than giving a 
Piece of your Mind.”



Diamond Shuler
6th Grade Math Teacher

Diamond Shuler is a 6th Grade Math Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 4 years. Shuler received her 
BS in Psychology from Under-Clark Atlanta and Georgia 

State University. Growing up in Philadelphia, Shuler 
has always been to beat anyone in a double dutch jump 

rope battle. Besides teaching her scholars, Shuler’s 
other passion is baking cookies, cakes, and cupcakes. 

“I love working at UDCS because of my love for the 
scholars and interacting with all of them daily. They are 

very comical and brighten my day whenever I need a 
pick-me-up. Also, it is a pleasure teaching, working with 

them, and seeing them have those "aha" moments.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 

paths.” Proverbs 3:5 & 6



Tyjanae Thomas
7th Grade Math Teacher

Tyjanae Thomas is a 7th Grade Math Teacher at UDCS and has 
been at UDCS for 2 years. Thomas is a proud graduate from 

Howard University, earning her Bachelors of Arts in 
Administration Justice, with a minor in Sociology. Growing up in 
South and West Philadelphia, Thomas has seen over 40 musical 
artists in person. When Thomas is not planning her next lesson 

for her scholars, she loves reading and traveling. “I love 
working at UDCS because I have the ability to teach scholars 

who I am able to relate to and empathize with. As someone who 
grew up in the same neighborhood I now teach in, I pride myself 
in being able to acknowledge the experiences that our children 
face and help them muscle through situations that may seem 

impossible, all while delivering a well-rounded lesson each day. 
UDCS scholars and staff are optimistic, we strive for excellence, 

we engage with one another, we are a family, and most 
importantly we are Daroff strong.”

Life Lesson Quote, “A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell 
where his influence stops.” - Henry Adams



Pamela Thompson
8th Grade Math Teacher

Pamela Thompson is an 8th 
Grade Math Teacher at UDCS 
and has been at UDCS for 6 

years. Thompson is certified in 
Secondary Mathematics. 

Thompson leads her scholars 
each and every morning with 

academics and is a role model 
to her class. “I love UDCS 

because the scholars and staff 
are so supportive and 

welcoming.”



Bianka Davis
2nd Grade Teacher




