
Shanoel Booker
Behavior Specialist 

Shanoel Booker is a Behavior Specialist at UDCS and 
serves on the UDCS Leadership Team. For the last 4 

year at UDCS, Booker has worked closely with 
scholars and their families to provide intervention 

and behavior modification counseling for a variety of 
issues such as aggressive behavior, disruptive 
classroom actions, impulsiveness and difficulty 

working in groups. Booker is a licensed Behavior 
Specialist, and went to Gwynedd-Mercy College for her 
undergraduate degree, and St. Joseph’s University for 

her graduate degree. Growing up in Southwest 
Philadelphia, Booker has always loved shopping and 

being a homebody (even before the pandemic). “I love 
working at UDCS because I love being a change agent 

for scholars.”

Life Lesson Quote, ”Be the person you needed as a 
child.”



Courtney Brown
Social Service Liaison

Courtney Brown is the Social Service Liaison at UDCS and serves as a 
member of the UDCS Leadership Team. Brown has been at UDCS for 6 

years and has been dedicated to assisting the community and 
scholars. Brown operates the Family and Student Resource Center 

(FSRC). The FSRC is a place where parents, students, and community 
members can come to find community resources, get help, or take a 

class to strengthen their knowledge on a variety of topics (technology, 
cooking, financial literacy, etc.). Brown attended West Chester 
University and is continuing her education at Gwynedd Mercy 

University. Growing up in Mount Airy (Philadelphia), Brown has also 
had a passion for learning about space and has passed that 

knowledge down to her son, who she spends time with when not at 
UDCS. “I love working at UDCS because it is truly a community hub 

where we care for each scholar holistically. Every staff member has a 
shared passion for education and goes above and beyond to ensure 

each child has exactly what they need for academic and 
socioemotional success.”

Life Lesson Quote, "The proof that one truly believes is in action." -
Bayard Rustin



Michelle Brown
Director of Academics

Michelle Brown is the Director of Academics at UDCS and serves 
on the UDCS Leadership Team. For the last 2 years, Brown has 

supervised teachers, Special Education classroom assistants, and 
personal care assistants, participated in hiring, managing, and 

developing new staff members, oversaw the curriculum and 
assessment programs, collaborated in collecting and analyzing 
data, and facilitated professional development meetings. Brown 

holds a BS in Special Education from Penn State University, 
Master of Education from Gratz College, and earned her Principal 

Certification from Drexel University (Certified, PA Special 
Education PK-12, English 7-12, Administration PK-12). Brown 

grew up in Philadelphia, PA and continues to stay optimistic and 
has a huge passion for event planning. Brown has made a huge 

impact at UDCS during her time and has built strong 
relationships with the scholars, staff, and the community. “I love 
working at UDCS because of the impact on the community and 

the support given to families.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Live, Love, and Laugh.”



Brittany Harmon
Reading Specialist

Brittany Harmon is a Reading Specialist at UDCS and serves 
on the UDCS Leadership Team. During her 2 years at UDCS, 

Harmon has been providing support to ensure that teachers 

have a strong comprehension of the ELA curriculum across 

all grades, and works with scholars who may have 

difficulties in reading foundational skills to get them caught 

up to their grade peers. Harmon holds a Bachelor’s of Arts 

from Temple University, Master’s of Arts from Wesleyan 
University, and a Master’s of Education from the University 

of Pennsylvania (certified, PA Reading Specialist PK-12, 

English 7-12). Harmon grew up in Philadelphia, and as an 

11 year old, she competed in the Little League Softball 

World Series. “I love working at UDCS because the staff 

members are incredibly supportive and the students put a 
smile on my face every day.”

Life Lesson Quote, “People will never forget how you made 

them feel.” - Maya Angelou



Julia Harrison
Literacy Coach

Julia Harrison is the Literacy Coach at UDCS and is 
part of the Leadership Team. Harrison has been at 

UDCS for 5 years and has been helping guide the staff 
and scholars to achieve their academic potential. 

Harrison earned her bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education from Temple University and is pursuing her 

Leadership & Administrative certification (certified, 
PA Early Childhood). Growing up Scranton, PA, 

Harrison is the seventh child born on the seventh 
month of the seventh day. Ever since Harrison was a 
child, she has continued to be active and can tickle 
the ivories while singing an Aretha Franklin song. “I 

love working at UDCS because we empower each 
other to be our best selves for the sake of our kids.”

Life Lesson Quote, “The time is always right to do 
what is right." MLK Jr.



Brett Kauffman
MTSS & PBIS Coordinator

Brett Kauffman a MTSS & PBIS Coordinator at UDCS and is 
part of the Leadership Team. Kauffman has been at UDCS for 

5 years, and his responsibilities are to ensure that the 
scholars have interventions (academically and behaviorally) 
in place for them to succeed in and out of the classroom. 

Kauffman also plans and executes school wide events, such 
as The Annual Teacher Lip Sync Battle, Poetry Slam, Spelling 
Bee, and more. Kauffman holds a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in 
History from Temple University, and a Master’s of Education 
from Rosemont College. Kauffman grew up in Villanova, PA 

and has been playing ice hockey since he was 4 years old. His 
love for entertaining started at a young age, as he performed 
as the lead star, Woody in the musical, Finian’s Rainbow. “I 
love working at UDCS because it’s a home away from home. 

The moment I walked through the doors my first year, I fell in 
love with the school and the community. I consider the 

scholars at UDCS part of my family and I love seeing them 
grow academically and socially.”

Life Lesson Quote, “You miss 100% of the shots you don’t 
take.” - Wayne Gretzky



Chelsey Molineaux
School Counselor, 5th - 8th Grade 

Chelsey Molineaux is the 5th - 8th Grade School Counselor at 
UDCS and is a member of the Leadership Team. For the last 

two years, Molineaux’s work at UDCS includes: Individual and 
Group Counseling, Conflict Resolution, Mental Health, 

Mindfulness and Social Skills Lessons in the classrooms. 
Molineaux is a certified School Counselor, K-12, where she 

obtained her undergraduate degree from Grand Canyon 
University with a BS in Secondary Education, and continued 

to graduate from The University of Pennsylvania with a 
Masters in Education in School and Mental Health 

Counseling. Growing up in Springfield Township, NJ, 
Molineaux loves working with flower arrangements and 

crafting in her free time. She hopes to be able to operate her 
very own farm in the next year or so. “I love working at UDCS 
because I love working with our scholars and seeing the joy 

they experience when they use a technique you have 
practiced together and they see the positivity in how it 

works.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Positive thoughts promote positive 
things.”



Ahmad Nicholson
Assistant Dean of Students

Ahmad Nicholson is the Assistant Dean of Students at 
UDCS and is a member of the Leadership Team. 

Nicholson has been part of the Universal Family of 
Schools for 3 years. Nicholson earned a BA in 

Business Management from the University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore (certified, Teaching English as a 

Foreign Language). Growing up in Philadelphia, PA, 
Nicholson has traveled a bit and has lived in South 

Korea for a few years before moving back to 
Philadelphia. When Nicholson is not at UDCS, he loves 
watching the Philadelphia 76ers and Manchester City 
Football Club. “I love working at UDCS because the 
people I get to work and interact with are extremely 

supportive.”

Life Lesson Quote, “The strong move quiet.”



Michelle Ottey
Special Education Liaison

Michelle Ottey is the Special Education Liaison (to 
ensure that the school’s Special Education 

Department is in compliance with state and federal 
guidelines), and is a member of the Leadership 

Team. Ottey has been part of the Universal Family of 
Schools for 8 years and this is her first year at 
UDCS. Ottey went to Temple University for her 
undergraduate and masters degree, where she 

currently holds a Masters in Education Leadership. 
Growing up in Conshohocken, PA, Ottey has a love 
for animals, is a vegan, rescuing cats, and working 

out. “I love working at UDCS because the staff 
members are very passionate about teaching our 

scholars. They are dedicated and very easy to work 
with. There is a strong sense of team at Daroff.”

Life Lesson Quote, “I never lose. I either win or 
learn." -Nelson Mandela



Andrew Polinchak
Math & Science Instructional Coach

Andrew Polinchak is the Math & Science Instructional Coach 
at UDCS and is part of the Leadership Team. Polinchak has 

been providing academic support to the scholars for the 
last 11 years. Polinchak has been providing support to 

ensure that teachers have a strong comprehension of the 
Math & Science curriculum across all grades, and works 

with scholars who may have difficulties in math and science 
skills to get them caught up to their grade peers. Polinchak
went to Kutztown University for his undergraduate degree 

and Arcadia University for his graduate degree (certified, PA 
K-6 Instructional II Elementary Education, K-12 Principal
Certification). Even though Polinchak grew up in Wilkes-
Barre, PA, he is a devoted Dallas Cowboys fan. “I love 

working at UDCS because I feel like I am making a positive 
difference in helping the students and staff grow.”

Life Lesson Quote, "Be the Change you wish to see in the 
world" - Gandhi



Cassondra Taylor
Reading Specialist

Cassondra Taylor is a Reading Specialist at UDCS and is part 
of the Leadership Team. For the last 3 years at UDCS, Taylor 
has been providing support to ensure that teachers have a 

strong comprehension of the ELA curriculum across all 
grades, and works with scholars who may have difficulties in 

reading foundational skills to get them caught up to their 
grade peers. Taylor attended SUNY Oswego to earn her 

Bachelor’s of Science in Education 7-12 English, Bachelor’s 
of Arts in English. Taylor then received a Masters of Science 
in Education: Reading, Writing, and Literacy at SUNY Oswego 
as well (certified, PA K-12 Reading Specialist). Growing up in 

Oswego, NY, Taylor enjoys crafting, needlepoint, and 
embroidery. In Taylor’s free time, she is traveling the 

country fishing and has been to over 270 concerts. “I love 
working at UDCS because of the community. Our students 

and staff are amazing people, they inspire me to continue to 
work hard and to serve the Philadelphia Community.”

Life Lesson Quote, "Life is tough, and if you have the ability 
to laugh at it you have the ability to enjoy it." -Salma Hayek



Eric Vanderslice
Technology Coordinator

Eric Vanderslice is the Technology Coordinator at 
UDCS and is part of the Leadership Team. For the last 
two years, Vanderslice has been educating scholars 
with technology literacy. Vanderslice has made sure 

that every single scholar and staff has working 
technology day in and day out. Vanderslice attended 

The Art Institute of Philadelphia, earning a Bachelor’s 
degree in Arts and Technology. Growing up in Bucks 
County, Vanderslice has been working on perfecting 

his handstand, golfing skills, and keeping his sneaker 
collection fresh. “I love working at UDCS because It’s 
more like going to my extended family's house then 

work.”

Life Lesson Quote, “Goonies never say die!”



Alphonso Waller
Assistant Dean of Students

Alphonso Waller is the Assistant 
Dean of Students at UDCS and is 

a member of the Leadership Team 
for the last five years. Waller 

grew up in Philadelphia, PA and 
enjoys playing music in his spare 

time.” I love working at UDCS 
because the children and staff 

make me feel like I’m at home.”

Life Lesson Quote, “truth.”



Adam West
School Counselor, K - 4th Grade

Adam West is the K - 4th Grade School Counselor at UDCS 
and is a member of the Leadership Team. For the last two 

years, West’s work includes: Individual and Group 
Counseling, Conflict Resolution, Mental Health, Mindfulness 
and Social Skills Lessons in the classrooms. West received a 
BA at Shorter College, MA at Bethel Theological Seminary, 
and a MS at University of Pennsylvania (School & Mental 

Health Counseling) (Certified School Counselor). West grew 
up in Northwest Georgia and has been to the highest points 

in the USA, both East and West of the Mississippi River 
(Mount Mitchell and Mount Denali). “I love working at UDCS 

because UDCS focuses on educating the whole person to 
better equip scholars for success in relationships and 

academics.”

Life Lesson Quote, "When we try to pick out anything by 
itself, we find it attached to everything else in the universe." 

John Muir



Jermaine Young
Behavioral Specialist 

Jermaine Young is a Behavioral Specialist at UDCS and 
is part of the Leadership Team. In his first year at 

UDCS, Young works with the scholars and their 
families to provide intervention and behavior 

modification counseling for a variety of issues such as 
aggressive behavior, disruptive classroom actions, 

impulsiveness and difficulty working in groups. Young 
graduated from Delaware State University and 

Springfield College. Young grew up in West 
Philadelphia and found love for the arts in the city and 
continues that passion, as he draws in his free time. 
Young is also an avid skier and tries to hit the slopes 
whenever he can. “I love working at UDCS because it’s 

a multi level supportive learning community.”

Life Lesson Quote, “People see what they want to see.”




